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Continuing Education info: 
• 1.0 contact hours Supply Chain credit is 

available 
• A certificate of participation is available to 

those with self-reporting disciplines 
• A verification code will be provided at the end 

of the webinar to obtain your continuing 
education credit or certificate of participation 

• Go here to complete the evaluation process for 
CEs: https://www.eventscribe.com/Magnet/ 
HealthyAndSafe.htm 

• Deadline to obtain credit: 5/11/17 (by 11:59 
p.m. EST) 

• Reminder: CE credit is individual. Online registration 
is required for each person who wishes to obtain 
credit. (No “group” credit is available.) 
 

Presenter:               
Kyle Tafuri 
• Download presentation at 

www.healthtrustpg.com/ 
education; select “live 
webinars” and click on the 
name of this program 
within the Apr. 27 
calendar listing  

• Beginning tomorrow, visit 
the On-demand section of 
the HealthTrust education 
website for a recording of 
this webinar 

www.healthtrustpg.com/education 

Welcome to today’s webinar:  

Empowering Supply Chain to Drive Healthier Food Initiatives and 
the Use of Safer Chemicals in Our Hospitals 

http://www.healthtrustpg.com/education
http://www.healthtrustpg.com/education


Empowering Supply Chain to Drive 
Healthier Food Initiatives and the Use of 

Safer Chemicals in Our Hospitals 

Kyle Tafuri 
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Health Care Costs Per Capita 

OECD Health Statistics 2015 
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In 2015, US health care spending reached $3.2 Trillion… 
over 80% goes towards chronic disease 

CMS, CDC 
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More than half (52%) of hospitals lost money operating in 2015 



Why? The Environment and Health 
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80,000 chemicals on the market, only 5 substances are banned or 
restricted by the EPA…. 
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Harmful Impacts: 
 Asthma 
 Cancer 
 Reproductive toxicity 
 Hormone disruption 
 Neurotoxicity 
 Skin Rashes and Burns 
 Eye irritation or eye damage 

 
Typical Chemicals: 
 Ammonia 
 Alcohol 
 Sodium Hypochlorite 
 Formaldehyde 
 Benzene 

Green Cleaning 
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 Halogenated Organic Flame Retardants – toxic chemicals found in the foam of most 
furniture. Depending on the flame retardant, effects include reproductive, 
neurocognitive, and immune system impacts (NIH) 
 

 Formaldehyde – Found typically in insulation, pressed-wood products, unvented fuel 
burning, adhesives and glues. It is a colorless, flammable, strong smelling chemical 
that is used in building materials and to produce many household products. 
Classified as a known carcinogen (NCI) 
 

 Perfluorinated Compounds- primarily used to make every day products more 
resistant to stains, sticking, grease and water. They are persistent stable compounds 
that can travel through air, water and soil (ATSDR/CDC) 
 

 Polyvinyl Chloride 

Safer Chemicals – Health Care Without Harm  

Healthy Interiors 
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 Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC)- the most commonly 
used plastic in medical devices.  
 Two problems are plasticizers and 

dioxins.   
 Dioxins are produced in the 

manufacturing of PVC products as well as 
the incineration and burning of PVC 
products.  

 Health Impacts: Production linked to 
cancer as well as disposal if burned (NIH) 
 
 

 Plasticizers are used to soften the PVC plastic 
but will leach from PVC medical devices into 
the patients. Common plasticizer -DEHP  
 Health Impacts: Endocrine 

disruptor/reproductive toxin (NIH) 

Safer Chemicals – PVC/DEHP 
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Antibiotic Resistance 

 123,000 Americans die a year from Antibiotic Resistance (CDC) 
 

 Antibiotic resistance costs $21-$34 Billion a year (CDC) 
 

 Over 300 leading medical organizations (including American Medical Association, 
American Public Health Association, American Academy of Pediatrics) have openly 
advocated for ending the use of non-therapeutic antibiotics in animal agriculture 
(HCWH) 
 

 There are more than 147 scientific studies documenting the transfer of bacterial 
resistance from farm based reservoirs to the broader human population (HCWH) 
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Fast Food Ahead of Healthcare…. 
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Reducing Meat Consumption 

www.forksoverknives.com 

 

http://www.forksoverknives.com/
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Asthma  

Kidney Issues 

Obesity Osteoporosis 

Increased Risk 
of Diabetes 

Heart Disease 

Dissolved 
Tooth Enamel 

Reproductive 
Issues 
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Healthcare as a driver of change….. 





Safer Chemicals History 

 Pre-September 2014 – 3 Manufacturers have product lists that meet HHI Criteria 

 September 2014 – 6 major health systems sign letter committing purchasing HHI 

compliant furnishings 

 April 2017 – 37 Manufacturers have product lists that meet HHI Criteria 
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HackensackUMC Sustainability Program 
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 Prevention and Wellness– Energy, Safer Chemicals, Healthier Food, Green Building 

 Quality of Care for our patients – Safer Chemicals 

 Patient Safety – Safer Chemicals 

 Revenue Enhancement by reducing resource consumption – Waste Reduction, 

Energy Reduction, Supply Reduction, Water Reduction, Chemical Reduction 

 Building Team Member Engagement – Green Team, Safer Chemicals, Healthier Food 

 Reducing Triggers of Chronic Health Conditions (Population Health) – Climate 

Change Energy, Safer Chemicals, Healthier Food, Green Building 

 Community Impact – Climate Change, Safer Chemicals, Healthier Food, Waste 

Reduction, Water Reduction, Energy Reduction 

 

 

Aligning Sustainability with Strategic Priorities 
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Mercury 

Elimination 
 

Achieve 
mercury- 

free status or 
develop and 
implement 

mercury 
elimination 

plan.  

 
Green Cleaning 

 
Inventory cleaning 

products and purchase 
90% Green Seal or UL 

ECOLOGO certified 
cleaning products in the 

following categories: 
carpet, window, all 

purpose, bathroom, and 
general floor care*. 

  
*Does not include 

strippers or finishes 
 

 
DEHP and PVC 

Reduction 
 

Eliminate DEHP 
and PVC from at 

least two product 
categories. 

 

 
        Healthy Interiors 

 
Ensure that 30 percent of 

the annual volume of 
furnishings and furniture 
purchases (based on cost) 

eliminate the use of 
formaldehyde, 
perfluorinated 

compounds, polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC), 

antimicrobials, and all 
flame retardants. 
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 Healthy Interiors Furnishings 
 46.4% (Goal: 30%) 
 Retrofit Patient Lounge Furniture 

 Cost: $250,000 
 Savings: $65,000  

 
 DEHP Reduction in NICU 

 IV Bag Conversion 
 Ear/Ulcer Syringe 
 Mucous Specimen Trap 
 Infusion Set 

 
 Cleaning Products/Hand Soap 

 95% Green Cleaning according to HHI Criteria 
 3rd party certified hand soap 

 
 Reprocessed Medical Devices: $865,368 (3 Years) 
 OR Kit Reformulation: $152,003 (3 Years) 
 

Top 10 in country according to Practice 
Greenhealth in  
 Engaged Leadership 
 Safer Chemicals 
 Environmental Purchasing 

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing/Safer Chemicals 
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How did we achieve this? 
 Collaborated with Partners 

 Center for Environmental Health 

 Connected with Fire Safety Experts 

 Healthcare Without Harm 

 Did our homework 

 DOH  NFPA 

 Purchasing Team Monthly Meetings 

 Product Inventory in Vulnerable Units (NICU/Pediatrics) 

 Outreach to vendors 

 Contract Review 

 Advocacy 

 Capitol Hill – Chemical Reform 
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Less Meat, Better Meat 
Reduce meat purchased by 10% per year 
OR achieve ultimate goal of an average 
1.5 oz (.09375 lbs / meal) per meal 
served. 
Increase by 5% per year or achieve 
ultimate goal of 20% of meat and poultry 
purchases raised without the routine use 
of antibiotics. (Meat = beef, pork, poultry 
and lunch meat; measure=lbs.) 

Local and Sustainable Foods 
Increase the percentage of local food 
purchases by 5 percent annually OR 
achieve ultimate goal of 20 percent of 
total. 
Increase the percentage of sustainable 
food purchases by 5 percent annually or 
achieve ultimate goal of 20 percent of 
total. (Measure=dollars) 

Healthier Foods 
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Antibiotic Free Meat 

 % Antibiotic Free August 2015: 0% 
 % Antibiotic Free December 2016: 98% 
 $1.1 million spend 

Meat Antibiotic Free Date 

Turkey X October 2015 

Chicken X October 2015 

Beef X February 2016 

Pork   Aiming March 2017  

Deli Turkey  X November 2016  

Deli Pork X May 2016 

Deli Beef X May 2016 

Deli Chicken  X  November 2016 
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How did we achieve this? 

 Population Health Retail Task Force 

 CEO, COO, Chief HR Officer, VP Hospitality, VP Supply Chain, Sustainability 

 VP Supply Chain – HealthTrust Presentation 

 HTU Presentation 

 Resolution Adopted through Medical Executive Committee 

 Collaboration between HealthTrust, Distributor, Manufacturer 
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Publications/Recognition 

“Hospitals crave antibiotic-free meat to reduce 
threat of superbugs” 

“More Hospitals are Ditching Antibiotics in the 
Meat they Serve” 

“Sustainable materials prove to be prudent 
investment” 
“N.J. healthcare facility fighting for safer 
chemical regulations” 

“HackensackUMC is the Only Hospital in NJ 
Named as One of the 50 Greenest Hospitals in 
America by Becker’s Hospital Review” 
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What can you do? 

 Raise awareness of these topics with your team…it is a nice break from the 

day to day  

 Talk to your suppliers… 

 Engage your medical center with the work you are doing! 

 A lot of people take what they learn home with them 
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QUESTIONS 
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HealthTrust Sustainability Resources 
https://members.healthtrustpg.com/ 
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Member Portal 
• Sustainability 

resources added to 
the Member Portal 

• Now three ways to 
find Sustainability info 
from the home page 

 

1 

2 

3 
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New graphic 
bars created for 
easy recognition 
of sustainability 
initiatives on: 
• Sustainability 

page 
• Related 

contract 
pages (i.e., 
food, FIS) 
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HealthTrust 2017 Sustainability Webinar Series 
Upcoming Sustainability Webinars: 
• May 25: Transportation, electric vehicle charging stations; 

LEED buildings, community connections 
• June 7: Easy sustainability wins with EVS 

 
Register for webinars at www.healthtrustpg.com/education 
View past programs in the “On-demand” section at:  
www.healthtrustpg.com/education 
 
 

http://www.healthtrustpg.com/education
http://www.healthtrustpg.com/education
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Continuing Education Information 
• Log in to the CE site here: 

https://www.eventscribe.com/Magnet/HealthyAndSafe.htm 

• Complete the Evaluation to confirm your attendance and print 
a certificate 

• Access the Evaluation with Verification Code: HT_72407 
• Deadline: Thursday, May 11, 2017 (11:59 p.m. EST) 

• Technical issues? 
– Email: support@eventScribe.com  

– Phone: (410) 638-9239 

 
 

 
 

https://www.eventscribe.com/Magnet/HealthyAndSafe.htm
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